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In. the Senate of North-Carolin- a, s's?08of the peo-

ple
the senseascertain'51, on the bill to

on calling a Convention.
bill from the House of Commons,

pronirtatc a vote of the people upon the

KVf calling n Convention to amend the

ffiffion being W the Senate, Mr. Wm. B.

ShcDarcl spoke as fallows :

I have often, Mr. Speaker, Junng this session

addressed the Senate, that it is with great reluc-

tance I again intrude upon it. I feel, however, that

some reply should be made to the remarks of the
gentleman from Rutherford, who has just taken his

seat, as well as to those which fell from the gentle-

man from Buncombe on yesterday. The bill upon

your table proposes to take the voice of a majority

of the people, upon the propriety of ca l.ng a Con-ventio.f- to

amend the Constitution. The Constitu-

tion itself points out precisely the mode of calling

Conventions, and amending the instrument The
made the disco

gentleman from Rutherford has

that amendments to the Constitution, made

through the instrumentality of a Convention, were

more Suitable to the genius of our people, and more

republican, than when made by the act of the Leg-

islature, which act is afterwards to be ratified by

the people themselves. 'It seems to me, Mr. Speak-

er if either of the two modes of amendment, sanc-

tioned by the Constitution, can be called particu-

larly republican in its character, the one by bill is

undoubtedly entitled to this distinguishing trait.
When an amendment is made by an act of the
Legislature which is afterwards submitted to the
people for their approval, a vote is taken upon the
proposed measure alone ; it must stand upon its
own merits, and not rely upon extraneous circum-

stances, for success. On the contrary, should a
Convention be called, the whole Constitution will

be laid before that body, and such amendments as

it may think proper to make, will be submitted m
gross to the people ; the consequence will be, some
few popular amendments will be incorporated with

others of doubtful expediency, and the popular
made to carry others which, if left to

themselves, would not receive the votes of a majori

ty of the people. 1 am not, therefore, ir, at an
surprised that both the gentleman from Rutherford
and Buncombe,are so unwilling to see Free Suffrage
by itself and alone, submitted to the people. If
they could have persuaded the Senate to reject the
Free Suffrage bill, and retain it for agitation, as a
popular clamour, to urge the necessity . for an un-

limited Convention, they might have stood some
chance of succeeding. As it is now, however, when
the cry for Convention is reduced to its own merits
exclusively, I think the prospect of success very
small ; because there is not, in fact, the slightest
necessity for a Convention, nor any reason why the
people should be subjected to its unavoidable ex-

pense and turmoil. There is no amendment of the
Constitution desired by a constitutional majority
of the people, which cannot be procured more cer-

tainly, at a less risk and trouble, by legislative en-

actment than by a Convention. This feature of
our Constitution, so far from deserving the denun-
ciations it has received from some gentlemen, is,
in my judgment, its wisest, its most conservative
feature. It is the very feature which gives to the
people themselves, the sole and exclusive right of
deciding what and how many amendments shall
be made to the Constitution. The gentleman from
Rutherford sap, were a Convention called, it would
be composed of the wisdom, the gravity, and the
experience of the State. I am afraid, Sir, should
he live to see a Convention assembled in North
Carolina, his Utopian visions will be sadly disap-
pointed. It will be composed of precisely the
same sort of people as those who compose this
Senate ; a little wiser perhaps, probably not much
older, or more experienced, but they will bo men,
governed by like passions and prejudices with our-
selves, each one struggling to obtain some power or
advantage for his own section, and thinking it
meritorious to do so. This natural result of a
Convention was perfectly well known to the framers
of our Constitution, and, for that reason, they made
a vote of two-thir- ds of the Legislature necessary to
tne call; and tnat it should never be done upon
light and frivolous reasons, a mode was pointed out
by which the sense of the people could be taken,
upon all proposed amendments.

A very large majority of the people seem to de-

sire Free Suffrage. This subject has been much
discussed in two Gubernatorial campaigns, and a
bill has been passed, submitting that question to
the people ; should the change be approved of by
such a majority as would justify a "change of the
organic law, it will be made without disturbing
any other feature of the instrument. Should it
hereafter be found that a decided majority of the
people are in favor of the mode of electing the
judges by the people, or of altering the basis of
representation as now established, let each of these
questions separately and distinctly, be submitted to
the people, that they may be fairly discussed, and
fully understood by them, and then let the vote be
taken upon each proposition by itself. I do not
wish a Convention, where the friends of these mea-
sures could combine, and force the people to take
them all, in order to get some one measure they
might desire.

It is, therefore, Mr. Speaker, perfectly manifest,
that so far as amending the Constitution in any
manner that may be the wish of a constitutional
majority of the people of North Carolina, is the
object, there is not the slightest necessity for a Con-
vention.

Gentlemen, therefore, who are urging a Conven-
tion so vehemently, and who will be satisfied with
nothing but a Convention, must have some ulterior
objVct in view. They have even spurned Free
Suffrage, the object of their first love, which, if I
mistake not, was, two years ago, so fondly cherish-
ed and petted upon this floor, by all those valiant
gentlemen, who so gallantly defended the rights of
the down-trodde- n and oppressed West. "Why is
this so, Sir ? We might, for some time, look for a
solution of this mystery, if the gentleman from
Buncombe had not, in his speech yesterday, kindly
furnished us with a solution. I requested the re-
porters to note that speech carefully, and to publish
it verbatim, that the whole people of 2J"orth Caro-
lina might know the real cause of all this uproar
about a Convention. It thatseems, then, a Con-
vention is desired by the gentleman from Buncombe
and those who act with him, not because the West
is oppressed by our present Constitution, but solely
to change the basis of representation, that Ute West
which has now, the command of the House of Com-
mons, may likewise yet control of the Senate, andthen says the gentleman, we can extend our Hail-roa- d

to Tennessee and redeem tlie cltaracter ofNorth Carolina.
Before the gentleman from Buncombe unfurlsthe banner ofja Convent'on, and inscribes upon itwhat he confesses to be its real object, viz: to .riveto the non-tax-payi- counties the unlimited pow-

er of taxation without any control whatever, Iwould advise him U look closely into this matterand see what rank and cruel injustice it would work'
Let us examine the district represented by thegentleman from Buncombe, and seo where, and inwhat, his constituents are oppressed by the provi-

sions of the present Constitution, and compare themwith the burdens thrown upon my constituentstnat we may exactly understand which party has"
n;!eater r5ght to doPt h5s favorite notion of re--

; SnerVr UUn,! in ? more lenientConstitution under
Fn j Sir' tLe8e t" districts at ha?

because ttey afford the best defence of Se

present Constitution, but because they more imme-

diately concern the gentleman and myself.
The district represented by the gentleman, is

composed of the counties of Buncombe, Hender-
son and Yancy. It contains a population of 19,-05- 7

whites, and paid into the State Treasury in
1847, $2,152 79. Itis represented in the Senate
by one member, and by four in the House of Com-

mons. The district represented on this floor by
me, has a white population of 8,640, and paid to
the State Treasury in 1847, $2,598 98. Thu3 we

see, Sir, that the people whom I have the honor to
represent on this floor, paid into the State Treasury
in 1847, $446 19 more than the constituents of the
gentleman from Buncombe, and are represented in
the Legislature by two members less. Should the
gentleman from Buncombe succeed in his wishes,

to change the representation in the Senate, the peo-

ple of Pasquotank and Perquimans, although pay-

ing largely more revenue than Buncombe, Hay-

wood and 'Yancy, would be unrepresented in the
Senate, and would stand as two to four in the
House of Commons.

Now, Sir, I appeal to the gentleman's own fair-

ness, and ask him if he had the power, would he
commit such rank injustice as this ? In what are
his constituents oppressed by the present arrange-
ments of the Constitution They have largely
the majority in the House of Commons ; no bill
can possibly become a law without the approval
of the Western members, and in the Senate his
has an equal vote with my constituents, although
they pay mucli less revenue to the State. Does the
gentleman think it a grievance, that, because he
desires a splendid scheme of a Railroad extending
to Tennessee, he has not likewise the unlimited
power- - of taxation, which would enable him to
throw the larger part of the burden of such Rail-

road upon people who have not, and never can
have, any interest whatever in it ?

Whatever may be the wishes of the gentleman
from Buncombe on this subject, I will not believe
he speaks the feelings of his people. The land of
the mountain and the torrent is proverbially the
abode of the free and the brave. I will not believe
that, whilst they cherish so fondly the inestimable
blessings of freedom, they would, knowingly, place
upon any portion of their brethren a most oppress
ive burden. Why, then, gentlemen may say. re-

ject a Convention I In reply, I vote against a Con-

vention, not because I doubt the justice and fairness
of the people of the West, but because I have no
confidence in the politicians who would fill that
Convention. The gentleman from Buncombe, who
would doubtless play a conspicuous part in that
Convention, should it assemble, has already told us
that he desires the power, and the means, to make
an extensive . Railroad. Such being his wishes,
he would think it all right and proper, and would
be even able to convince some of our Eastern po-

litical aspirants, that the interest of the State would
be vastly benefited, by transfering the right to tax,
from those who pay, to those who do not pay.

No man in the Senate is more ready than my-

self to strike from our constitution any feature that
is burdensome to the West, or to give them any
additional guards for the protection of their persons
and property. But when gentlemen get up here,
and coolly tell me, they wish the right and power
to put their hands in my pocket, and take my mon-
ey without my consent, to cut down mountains and
fill up valleys, from which I can, in no conceiva-
ble manner, derive any benefit, they must at least
expect a very severe scuffle before they succeed.

What, Sir, was the object in the formation of gov-
ernment ? Solely and for no other purpose, than
the protection of persons and property. Property
is exclusively the creature of government. And
when to this fundamental principle of all govern-
ments, there was added, by the American revolu-
tion, the great conservative principle u that taxa
tion and representation should go together," our
ancestors supposed they had perfected the designs
of this institution.

I do not believe, Sir, that the wit of man could
devise a more perfect scheme for the security of
the persons and property of an extended common-
wealth, organized upon republican principles, than
the present basis of representation, as contained in
our present Constitution. The House of Com--

j mons represents persons, for although the basis is
a federal one, slaves being in the eye of our law
both persons and property, still the House of Com-
mons may be said with truth purely to represent
the white population of the country, as that popu-
lation has a vast numerical majority, and alone
speaks through the ballot-bo- x, and controls with-
out an effort and without dispute, the proceedings
of that House. The Senate is based upon taxa-
tion, and is intended to secure the property of the
different sections from invasion, or from beins used
for purposes alien to that property, or in which it
could have and feel no interest. It is based upon
the plain and obvious truth, that those persons who
pay for the support of government, should have
some voice in appropriating its revenues. Mr.
Madison said in the debates on the federal consti-
tution, that " wherever there is a danger of attack,
there ought to be a constitutional power of defence."
This was the opinion of one of our greatest men,
before the discovery was made, that perfect wisdom
resided in bare majorities, whether that majority
had any interest in the subject or not.

now i wouia asK tne gentleman trom Imncombe
now long would the tax-paye- rs of the large tax
paying counties of Bertie, Halifax. Warren, and
New Hanover, have any control over their prop
erty, ir it were not tor tne protection attorded them
in tne senate against mad schemes of internal im
provement, and other prodigal waste of public
money i

No persons are so prodigal, or liberal, if you
piease, or money, as those persons who do not
draw from their own resources ; and the only way
to make legislative bodies economical and consid
erate, is to keep constantly before the eyes of the
representative the responsibility to his constituents.
Now, Sir, where would be the responsibility of the
gentleman from Buncombe, safely entrenched in
his mountains, to the people of New Hanover, af
ter naving voted to tax them twice as much as his
own constituents, the whole of which tax was to be
spent m giving him a good road to Tennessee ?

These principles, Mr. Speaker, appear to me too
plain to need much illustration ; and if it were not
for the agrarian notions, which, under the mask of
republicanism, are insinuating themselves in society,
they would meet with no, dissent,

,
because they

. are
c 1 r " r i i - iptnecuy imr, wiw iounaations deeply laid in the

unalterable principles of truth and justice.
Since the passage of the Free Suffrage bill, and

the removal of that invidious distinction which ex
isted in all the counties, between the land-holde- r,

and all other tax-paye- rs, which was often unreas-
onable, I can see nothing iu the Constitution to be
complained of, which cannot be remedied much
better by legislative enactment than by a Conven
tion.

As to the idea which has been very industrious-
ly circulated, that a Convention would be compos-
ed by menless likely to be governed by self-intere- st,

it is a mere delusion a mere coinage of the brain.
The inhabitants of the tax-payi- ng portions of the
State will never consent to go into a Convention,
unless they arc disposed to surrender at discretion

a folly of which I do not suppose them capable.
It is incorrect to suppose that the Senate is organi-
zed upon aristocratic principles. Since the passage
of the Free Suffrage bill, the Senate is as perfectly
the representative of the poor as the rich. The
true question is whether the poor man residing in
the county where the property lies which pays the
tax, would be more likely to know what burdens
it could fairly bear, and have some sympathy with

its owner, than the poor man living some hundred
miles off, both a stranger in. interest and feeling.

It is, in fact, truly a sectional question ; and when-

ever it is brought to an issue, the great law ofself-interes- t,

whicX when enlightened, is the greatest
security for any people, will combine both the rich
and the poor against a plan which is, in truth, noth-

ing more'or less than a scheme for legislative plun-

der and extortion.
To convince the Senate what little cause there is

for complaint against the working of the present
Constitution. I will state a remarkable fact drawn
from the public records.

The following counties, viz : Burke, Cabarrus,
CaldwelL Catawba. Cherokee, Cleaveland, David
son, Davie, Guilford, Haywood, Henderson, Iredell,
Macon, McDowell, Montgomery, Moore, Randolph,
Rutherford, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Wilkes and
Yancv. aid taxes into the public Treasury, in 1850,
amounting to $27,957 only, and received during
the same year from the school fund, $31,373. Here
are twentv-thre- o western counties, entitled to some
fifty members in the Legislature, receiving from the
Public Treasury, exclusive oi tne expense oi j uugeo,
Members of Assembly, &c, over $3,000 more than
all their payments for the support of government;
and vet these counties are represented by the very
members that complain most of injustice done tnem
bv the present Constitution.

if will permit me to

tender them any advice upon this subject, I would
sav to them, with the sincerity and respect,
.In not raise the crv of Convention or no Conven
tion, with the hope of organizing a party upon that
issue in North Carolina. Should you succeed, it
will have no other result than to divide the State
geographically ; to embitter the two sections against
each other, and for years to come, to place an in-

surmountable barrier to all judicious or practicable
schemes of improvement. Wait until the objects
of Internal Improvement which have been com
menced, are finished and matured ; if they are suc-

cessful, they will be extended by the intelligence
of the Legislature to the remotest parts of the State.
Neither our (Jonstitution or legislature, can oe
fairly blamed, that so little has been done for the
cause of Internal Improvement in jMonii Carolina,
Our State is unfortunately situated, having no sea-

port, which, being the centre of trade, could con
centrate improvements ; our efforts were unconnec
ted and desultory ; the consequence or wnicn was,
much money was lost, and many errors were un-

avoidably made. But certainly this unfortunate
state of things will not be remedied by throwing
the whole State into confusion, and upturning the
old settled foundations of the Government.

The gentleman from Rutherford complains, and
perhaps justly, that his section has been neglected.
I can sympathise with him in such complaints. I
have the. honor to represent a people who know
nothing of your Government except through the
tax collector. We have a great work to be exe
cuted in our immediate neiarhborhood, which, if
made, would add incalculably to our wealth, com-

fort, and even health ; and yet when we come here
for assistance, you refer us to the General Govern-

ment, and when we go to the General Government,
and urge your agents there to exert themsel ves in our
behalf, we are met by indifference, if not by positive
hostility. We have borne this state of things pati- -

entlv for more than twenty years, and have not
even dissolved our party ties, much less attempted
to destroy those stronger or dearer ties which should
bind us to the institutions and memories of our
native State.

Let not gentlemen deceive themselves by the
success of Free Sufirage. That question did not
raise any sectional issue ; it had numerous partisans
in all parts of the State, and for years had been
regarded by many persons, as an odious individual
distinction, that ought to be blotted from our
Constitution. The basis of representation is a very
different matter; it involves the very security and
protection of much the larger portion of the proper-
ty which pays revenue for the support of Govern-
ment ; and it cannot be abandoned by those persons
to whose charge it is now committed, without ad-

mitting themselves unworthy of the trust confided
to them. If gentlemen wish a hobby, by means
of which some Gubernatorial aspirant may ride into
the Executive Chair, I beg them to select some-
thing that will produce less disastrous results to the
best interests of the State.

As regards the bill upon your table, which pro-
poses to consult the people upon the propriety of
calling a Convention, in addition to the evils of a
Convention already mentioned, this bill is liable to
a very serious charge. It proposes indirectly to
reach a result, in a mode directly opposed to the
one mentioned in the Constitution. And this result
is urged by men who, but a few days ago, made
this hall ring with patriotic devotion tc constitu
tional law. Ihen, the very idea ot consulting the
people upon a matter deeply interesting to them,
raised all sorts of horrors in their minds; now, it
seems, a positive injunction of the Constitution
can unhesitatinsrlv be disregarded, when another
favorite purpose is to be answered.

Well, Sir, suppose this bill passes, and a majority
of the people, but not a constitutional majority of
counties, express themselves tavorabie to the as-

sembling of a Convention ; gentlemen will be no
nearer a Convention then than they are now, unless
they intend to set up a Dorr rebellion, and after
succeeding in a popular vote, to march to Raleigh,
capture the Capitol, form a Constitution, and instal
a Governor, &c. I hope, whilst they are doing all
this, they will not forget to send to Rhode Island
and borrow that celebrated sword of the unfortunate
Gov. Dorr, that the play may be correctly perform-
ed with all the anDroDriate costume. It remains
for this Senate to decide whether they will coun
tenance such a proceeding in law-lovin- g, law-abi- d

ing North Carolina. Pass this bill, sent us trom
the House of Commons, and vou array the two
sections of the State in deadly hostility to each
other, and we may see, in a few months a tumult
uous assembly in this Capitol, calling themselves
the people, acting over the same scenes, which but
a few years ajro brought the State of Rhode Island
to the verge ot destruction, and consigned tne lead-
ers and deluders of the people to a prison and the
contempt of mankind.

N. B. Since this table was made, 1 have seen
the Register of the 5th of February, containing an
" Address to the people of North Carolina on the
subject of constitutional reform." This address is
signed by Members of the Legislature from nineteen
counties. These counties compose nineteen out of
the 23 counties contained in this list, intended to il
lustrate the unreasonableness of the complaints made
against the present basis of representation. This ad-

dress shows very clearly that the great grievance com-
plained of by these gentlemen, is the mode of repre
sentation as adopted for the Senate, and that this can
only be oot rid of, by calling what the address calls
a " r ree Convention," in mis opinion l agree witn
the signers of the address, and 1 hope the several
counties will never agree to such a Convention, but
will adhere to the compromises of the Constitution,
and whenever it needs amendment, let it be done by
the people themselves voting directly upon the sob
ject matter, and not by politicians assembled in Con- -
vention.

High Priced Tobacco. A hogshead of Tobacco,
the growth of Mrs. Rosser of Campbell, was sold on
Friday last, by John H. Tyree, and purchased by
Mr. Wm. D. Miller, at the high price, of $50 50 !

This is, perhaps, the highest price ever obtained in
Virginia for a hogshead of tobacco, i he same gen-tleme- an

also sold lug's at the extraordinary high price
of 914 ! Our Richmond and Petersburg contempor-
aries will now please slop bragging about their tobac
co markets, and send Lynchburg their hat.

Lynchburg Republican.

LETTER FROM HON. T. L. CL1NGMAN.

House or Representatives,
May 10, 1852.

To the Editor of the Republic t 4

An: A friend has called my attention to an article
in your paper of Saturday last, which makes such
reference to me as jusunes mj asuing some space
in your columns. The article! refer to has been
copied, at the request of the Hon. Ceo. Edwards
Grey, from the Louisville Journal. In justice to my
friend from Kentacky, Col. Grey, I think it right to
say that I know that in asking its republication he
was not at all influenced by any desire to give cur-
rency to that comparatively small portion ot it which
referred especially to myself. Though none who
know the character of the Louisville Journal would
regard me as under any obligation to notice any attack
which it might contain, or to have any controversy
with its editor, yet your having republished it and
at the request, too, of a highly respectable member of
Congress places the matter in a different light, i
avail myself, therefore, of the occasion thus offered,
because 1 desire to present some points connected with
the action of the late whig congressional caucus,
which are not only necessary to my own defence, but
may also be of interest to the public.

Waiving, therefore, the consideration of the gen-
eral topics which have been so fully discussed in the
address of the seceding members already published,
I will confine my remarks to a brief statement of some
of the essential points. In the first place, I did not
leave the caucus simply because it refused to adopt
the precise resolution offered by Mr. Marshall or by
Mr. Gentry. As is stated, these propositions did not
in my opinion, go as far as they should have done;
and, therefore, I proposed an additional one by
way of amendment. I also reminded the presid-
ing officer that in the caucus held for a similar ob-

ject four years ago, at which the same gentleman
fny colleague, Mr. Mangum presided, the question
as to whether there should be any National Conven-
tion at all was entertained as the preliminary propo-
sition, and that there had been much discussion and
various suggestions relating to that single question,
and that in fact on the first evening of our meeting
no other subject was taken up for considaration ; and
that it was not until some weeks after we by a vote
of the caucus had settled this as a preliminary ques-
tion, that the time and place of holding the conven-
tion were fixed. I also argued that if, in accordance
with this former precedent, such a question was now
entertained, we might either determine to recommend
that there should be no convention at all, or recom-
mend it with qualifications or conditions. Though
the chairman stated that he well remembered that
such had been the course of proceeding at the time
referred to, yet he declined to follow that precedent.
It was because he decided that he should hold out of
order any proposition except such as related to the
time and place which decision was sustained by the
majority that I declined to take further part in the
proceedings of the caucus.

My reasons, as briefly given and already publish-
ed, were as follows. I copy them from the Southern
Press of April 24 :

" Remarks or Mr. Clinohan in the caucus. Mr.
President, if the same indulgence is extended to me
that has been given to other gentlemen during the
discussion of this point of order, I can say all I de-

sire to say to the meeting. It is the more necessary
that I should offer a few words, because, though I
agree substantially with those gentlemen, yet neither
of the propositions submitted by my friend from
Kentucky, Mr. Marshall, or by my friend from
Tennessee, Mr. Gentry, precisely meets my own
views. It is well known that I not only voted against
most of the compromise bills, but that I have also
voted more recently against the resolutions approving
them. To prevent misrepresentation, therefore, and
in order that my position may be properly understood,
I have prepared a proposition, which I intend to offer
as an amendment, or an additional resolution to any
that might be presented. It not only meets my own
views, but those also of some other gentlemen here
present. Your decision, however, ruling the propo-
sitions already presented out of order, undoubtedly
embraces this, and I therefore will not needlessly con-
sume your time by pressing a decision on it. I say,
then, that I cannot support the pending proposition
to fix the time and place for hplding a'Natiocal Con-
vention. I will not in any mode give my sanction to
the calling of such a convention unconditionally. If
I were to do so I should feel myself bound in honor
to support its nominee. I am, therefore, willing to
join in calling it on conditions such as are expressed
in part by my resolution. I am willing that those
gentlemen who desire to do so shall hold a conven-
tion and present a nominee ; but I shall then decide
for myself whether I vote for that nominee or not. 1

mean to say that I shall not support the individual
merely because he has been nominated by that con-
vention.

The nomination will neither help nor hurt the per
son selected, in my judgment. I wish, therefore, to
be understood as neither advocating nor opposing the
calling of this convention, and do not mean to be
bound by its action to go further than my sense of
duty may prompt. I shall hereafter, upon a full
view of all the circumstances, determine what 1 ought
to do.

The following is the resolution intended to have
been offered :

" Whereas, by the series of measures commonly
called the Compromise, California has been admitted
into the Union as a State, the boundary of Texas has
been settled, territorial governments have been estab
lished for Utah and XMew Mexico, and the slave trade
in the District of Columbia has been abolished, and
these several measures have been acquiesced in and
carried into effect; and whereas resistance has been
made in certain places to the execution of the fugitiv-

e-slave law, and efforts are being made to effect
its repeal, or render negative and null its provisions:
therefore,

Resolved, That, in view of these things, and inas-
much as, under the constitution of the United Slates,
we are entitled to an efficient fugitive-slav-e law, we
have a right to require that this latter law shall be
sustained and carried out in good faith; and that any
National Convention nominating a presidential'candi-dat- e

shall, in unequivocal and plain language, declare
it to be the purpose of said convention faithfully to
carry out this law, and that its nominee shall express
his concurrence in such a proposition."

What inconsistency is there between my present
and former position? Is not my resolution true in
its statement of facts t Those features of the so--
called Compromise which I and others at the South
have objected to have already been carried into effect,
California has been admitted as a State, and Texas
has given up her right to the territory claimed for
New Mexico by the North, and Congress cannot now
change this condition ot things. I be territorial gov
ernments of New Mexico and Utah are practically
just as secure from repeal, and have been carried into
effect, oo, too, is it with the law abolishing the
slave trade in tne District ot Columbia. Though
these several measures were condemned by myself
and otners irom tne aoutn, vet no attempt has been
made to repeal them ; nor does any one expect to pre-
vent their being carried out, or in any way to defeat
their operation. But now is it with the fugitive-slav- e

law, which me ouuuiern menus oi tne compromise
constantly refer to as the equivalent given by the
North in exchange for the concessions made bv the
South 1 There are not only powerful and organized
efforts in the North for its repeal or modification, but
even its execution while standing on the statute-boo- k

has in many places bean successful!? resisted. At
Boston a mob entered the court-hous- e, and vhilethe
judge was sitting on the bench, and in the presence
ot tne assembled multitude, by force liberated and
carried off a fugitive-slav- e. At Syracuse a similar
moo rescued another fugitive from the United States
marshal, though he struggled against them till he was
overpowered, and his arm was broken. At Christiana
the fugitives were aided, and the master murdered,
by a like concourse of violators of the law. In the
great States of Massachusetts, New York, and Penn
sylvania, these things were done in open day, and in
ins presence oi nundreds,andyetnoone ot the wrong- -

aoers nas oeen convicted ot any offence. Alter re-
peated attempts to prosecute a part of the government
omcers, iney nave been obliged to consent to a dis
charge of the criminals. This fact better than a hun-
dred witnesses proves the state of feeling which per
vades ine popular mind in these localities. If there
was not a strong and general sympathy for the crim-
inals, some one of them could have been convicted.
I might refer to similar manifestations elsewhere, hut
they are sufficiently known already. Why. mom
than a year ago the legislature of the State of Vermont
passed an act utterly nullifying all the provisions of
the fugitive-slav-e law. This proceeding was louHlv
complained of it the time ; and it was said, to quiet
the public mind, as I remember by the papers in this

city, as well as elsewhere, that the act had been
passed hastily, did not meet the views of the people
of the State, and would be repealed by the next leg-
islature.' But, unfortunately for the prophesiers, when

a vote of nearly three to one making it manifest that
the settled action of the State was against the execu-
tion of the law of Congress. A similar nullifying
law a few weeks since, according to the statements
published in the papers, passed the Senate of Mas-
sachusetts, and only failed in the House by a vote of
one hundred and sixty-tw- o to one hundred and seven-

ty-eight. Such things, when they occur in the
northern States now, do not even excite theciamient
of some of the national papers here at the seat of gov-
ernment. But if the State of South Carolina, which,
without actually carrying it out, has lhieatened to
nullify, in former times if this State, I say, were
really to nullify, or seriously even threaten to nullify,
any act of Congress of as much importance as the
one under consideration, the whole country from this
point to Canada, and such portions of the southern
people as sympathize mainly with northern move-
ments, would at once be thrown into a state of fer--
...c..., u..u mo numu i,uuiiciifu ujr mo
force ot public opinion to send as many troops as j

were at his disposal to Sullivan's island or other ;

points on the coast ot that & tale to endeavor to over-
awe her.

But it is not necessary for me to argue further to
sh ow that there are serious obstacles in the way of
the execution cf the fugitive-slav- e law of 1850, or of
any legislative provision to carry out that feature of
the constitution. The expense alone of recovering
a fugitive is sufficient to defeat the object of the law.
That expense would not be necessary were it not for
the resistance made by the mobs to its execution.

In support of my own course and views, I quote a
paragraph from the address already published by the
seceding members. Let it be borne in mind that
they are all, except Mr. NJorton and myself, support-
ers of the compromise measures. It is in the follow-
ing words :

"After another series of years new acquisitions of
territory were made new disputes arose touching the
same powers and the same questions. A new com-
promise was made, whereby the balance of power
was yielded by the slaveholding States, and the reins
of empire were delivered up to the free States by the
admission of California into the Union. The slave
trade was suppressed in the District of Columbia,
territorial governments were created over the whole
public domain, and an act was passed to enforce the
delivery of fugitives from labor. This settlement be-

ing made, has the South murmured at the law sup-
pressing the slave trade in this District Look upon
the opposite picture. Reply to your own hearts, how
has the law for the delivery ot fugitive feiaves been
executed ? We ask merely that the whig party shall
not go behind this last settlement ; that it shall na-

tionalize itself by taking firm and true position upon
the finality of this settlement, and shall hold its
members bound, without regard to former opinions,
to maintain and enforce this settlement in ood faith,
and honestly."

The view here taken substantially accords with my
own position. I was originally opposed to this sys-
tem of measures. Inasmuch as the constitution ex-

pressly provided that fugitives should be given up, I
thought that we were entitled, as a matter of right,
without bargain, to an efficient law to carry into effect
that provision. I did not, therefore, consent to pay
the price demanded. But it was determined other-
wise; and the measure relating to the disposition of
territorial acquisitions have been executed, and are
now beyond recall. The fugitive-slav- e law alone is
executory in its character, and is liable to be repealed,
modified, or resisted. .

Though I regarded the bargain as a whole as an
unwise one; yet, since what we have paid cannot be
gotten back, have I not a right to insist that the other
party shall pay what was promised, even though it
be less than 1 hold it ought to have been ? If a man
were to convey by deed to another a piece of land j

worth one thousand dollars, with a promise of only
five hundred in return for it, might you not well say j

to him that he had made a bad trade, but that, as his j

land was gone forever, he ought to insist that the pur-- .

chase-mone- y should at least be paid t This view of
the case is so clear and easy of comprehension, that
I must be excused for doubting the sincerity of any
one who professes not to understand it. At least he
who does not see it, is covered by a coating of stu-
pidity thick' enough and hard enough to tnrn the edge
of any argument, however sharp it may be, and how-
ever

.

forcibly driven.
from the day of the passage of these measures l ,

have said again and again, that notwithstanding the !

great concessions made to the North, it would not
remain satisfied, and that the southern compromise
men would soon be put on the defensive again. I

the while is do
successfully

my want a party I
to next conduct. purpose

seems what
po-- willing te

occupied
what

not give to my countrymen, duty and patri
otism required that I should be to aid them
whenever they found it necessary make a stand.

It will be seen that my went beyond
those of the other gentlemen with whom I was co-
operating. It in substance proposed that we
not the sanction of a congressional caucus of the
whig party the holding of National Conven-
tion, upon condition that certain principles

be adopted as a basis of But it is
said that we are disposed thrust a sectional issue
upon the convention. Itis not ; for constitution
of the United States is binding in all provisions
on all sections of the Union, and be carried
in all its features by every citizen. He, therefore.
who is opposed to the of any one of its
provisions is himself a sectional man, and ought there--
fore to be excluded from all nart in the nrnnnnHincra

anv National Convention. Before enterincr into a
political partnership with any set of men, we have a
right to require that they shall adopt principles co-
extensive with the constitution and rights of all
sections under it. And if the individuals composing- -

the body about to assemble really entertain proper
national feelings, why should they hesitate to say so?
It is the high privilege of American speak

truth ; and why should they exercise
great right t

The fact cannot be denied that within last
a dozen years a large portion of so called whig
party has become a mere northern sectional anti-slave- ry

party. To show how this brought about
would extend the limits this too much, and
I content myself with a reference to a few well-know- n

facts. In the Thirtieth Congress every
member of the House of Representatives from the
Mates regularly voted for the Wilmot proviso,
a view of excluding' the South from the occupation
of every acre of the Mexican territory. The fact that
fifteen States, by their legislative action, this

shows how and pervading was this
feeling among all at the North. And in the
presidential canvass following viz : of 1848 the
section of the party in those States took anti- -
slavery ground. When, therefore, the Thirty-fir- st

Congress assembled, was that all of the
eighty-fou- r whig' members from the North had been,
either by their declarations, by the resolves
of the nominating district conventions, to
put the proviso on the territorial governments, and to
abolish slavery in the District Columbia. Though
different in name, yet gentlemen agreed in
principle with large section of the abolition party
which supported John P. Hale as a presidential can
didate. they professed a regard for
constitution, and disclaimed to
with slavery the States, yet they alike asserted
only the right, but also the duty, of Congress ex
clude wherever had jurisdiction, and espe
cially 10 proniDH it in the t erritories, and abolish it
in the District. It will be recollected that in the con
gressional caucus which assembled at the commence-
ment of the session of the Congress, when a
cussion onthese points sprung up on the presentation
or Air. loomtts's resolution, that a gentleman from
New Brooks, declared that had had a
conference with his from city, (under

be Briggs.1 and that they had determin
ed to vote at that session (the first one) for any

to abolish in the District.
Notwithstanding' the pressing and urgent

of the discussion on that occasion, no other gentleman
from the North a similar declaration, while-man-

who did speak asserted the contrary. It was a
full knowledge of this state of things that induced me

1 .i r. . i .ouun.y aer io aeciare, on the floor of ih.ti...... .cs,uCU normern portion of the 'ty neiiher national nor conservative hut gflar"
sectional and sf,ifr,u-i;- , ;n... ' , enoentlUU Iff i J

e 8eflSlnn co- - i l"at
spirited and patriotic gentlemen from that

P"
their position : but their nnmi... Seclon

considerable, compared with the whole, as
80

change the position of the party-onu"!3'6-- voting-

for tint rn.,it;....i... . 1- - ty.
--s....T.ia,o vi, cien alterobtained the admission of California .., ... "eJ had

-ures, relating the Territory ; Since that
Torauie cnarge lias, in cerlai
States, going on, but it has not v- -i

8 fre

to that point which would justify anv on, gresd
that whig party of the North, as a. bodBa,inK
pies national ground. This, however hCCU"
propose they shall do in the approaching 9

otherwise they have not the shadow of a I
"n;

justify them in askingour Shoul i'"! 10

convention adopt a national platform with
of its nominee, those who aid in his election8 aSSent

compelled to defend the principles be

stands. w"ch Jie

Uy consequence, abolitionists, lii(rher-l--,
ana an enemies to any feature of th ' lilPn

must either adopt our principles or be thrn
constitu!i

'
the party altogether. The collision ami v mf
between our friends and these persons will i vSlon

result in their being crushed. Such ceriainlv ilieve, will be the effect if democratic be"
par v i

also take an unequivocal, national pafSouth, as the section most interpam.t 'Be-- . iu in. n..jLquestions, ought to hold herself in a posnin
... co--' f-'- -j uic aon i iiupon truly national ground. But should nifi

the prominent parties take such a position tl,

is to see merely a struggle for the officeJ--eC0U-

scarcely worthy of the consideration ofLet us suppose, on the other hand, ila, ,fmea'
Convention should take proner , Yemo

that of the whig parly fail to do so. Th. 7, , ' and
be that the whigs, being in position to coun i!UJJ
litionists, would win them over by adontin
their doctrines, and have their aid in bM"ly

downnidr ueuiuurciic rivals, Whom thev ..."
as pro-slave- ry men &c. In such a proceed tig?iEcomes not me take Ifpart. they can gel D(T

by such means, instead of my assistance Khave my determined opposition. If ,he friandsVf2constitution are to be exterminated, I shaM not fi-
ll the war against then,. If Webster is to be crushedin Massachusetts, and Dickinson

New York, because they have been willin,To
dwhat.n their judgrnen, the constitution reau hemto do in behalf of the rights of the South. Iwill no fight in the ranksagainst them. If tffe

of our allies is to be shed, h shall not 8lain KjidsConcurrence in such a proceeding Would, on rTar't
of southern men.be not only criminal, inPtle
highest degree impolitic. There would be a terriblerecoil on us. W hen hereafter th anii.i.,

j invigorated by this process, and flushed with victor
. shall assail us, and we the minority call
one men or me worm to aid us, what response canwe expect 1 Will they not point us to ihe craves ofour northern allies, and remind us that we are
in the habit of throwing our triends momentwe cease to need their aid, and permit them besacrificed to gratify the vengeance of the abolition-ists- ?We shall be to our own energies, and acollision between the two sections will most n,i.

j bly result in the overthrow of the government. The
J whole anti-slaver- y movement in the North has been
; unconstitutional and sectional. They have sounht to
pervert from legitimate purposes the powersnith
wnicn me leoerai government was invested for the
protection of all the Slates and their citizens, and use
them as means of attack against people of south-
ern States. Itis not less unjust than it would be if
the guns on the ramparts ot a fortress, stationed there
to repel the external enemy, should be turned inward
by those having them in charge, and fired at a part of
the garrison. Instead of with such
traitors to the constitution, it is theduty'of the South
to oppose them. My advice to the men of my own
section is come together, so that they may in a
body stand by the national men of the North. It we
do that, we shall have friends enough there to assist
us in giving the government a national line of policy.
As as we are divided as long as we give as
much aid our enemies to our friends we may
expect to be sufferers.

I have confined my remarks for the present to the
bearing merely of slavery questions. Of course.
there are other important points of policy to be con-

sidered in connexion with the choice of candidates for
the presidency. I wish to be understood as being
neither the advocate nor the opponent of any named

candidate. What I have said has, as it purports to

have, reference only to general principles of action,

If I have made no reference to the of the north- -

wished to say within such narrow limits that those

editors who regard individual course as a matter
j of sufficient to the public to justify their ma- -,

king it a matter of discussion may be able to place

these views before iheir readers without a sacrifice of

too much space in their columns.
Very respectfully,

T. L. CL1NGMAN.

The State Convention. We were in attendance
nnnn the State at Raleigh

' held last week, the official proceedings of which will

found in to-da- issue.
I It affords us gratification to state that the session
'
was a harmonious one throughout, nothing having

cause the slightest dissatisfaction on the

I. The choice of President fell

unnn a hio-hl- talpnted citizen of the Last, u. K.
I McRae. oa vino-a-t the same time a compliment to him

Jand to the Democratic region which he, in part repre--

ssnted. presided over the Convention with dig
nity and impartiality, eliciting its unanimous thanks

and approbation. The nomination of a candidate for

Governor was conferred upon our old standard-beare- r,

David S Reid, who was the only person named io

connection with this honor. He appeared before the

Convention, and accepted the nomination, and an-

nounced his determination to devote himself the

present time to the day of election to the advancement

of the interests of the Democratic party. The pla-

tform laid down by the Convention is one to which

we can point with pride, as admitting of but one

construction, and showing in plain terms, the exact

position we occupy in the present veaslc
for it an examination by every man, inat

iffl Gtratnrht.rrtrarartnae. tuill ,.nm mpnrf i t to the SOUDfl

judgment of every individual.
During the Convention able and interesting a-

ddresses were delivered by the President of the Co-

nvention, and by Hon. James C. Dobbin, Hon. Abram

Rencher, Hon. R. M. Saunders and R. P. Dick, Esq-Th- e

speech by Mr. Dobbin nominating Gov. K

for was handsomest and most spiri'd
effort of the kind we ever had the pleasure of listening

to. The remarks of all the speakers were able and

eloquent without exception. We hope that they may

all be written out for publication.
Of the success of the Democratic candidate we

cannot entertain a doubt. David S. Reid is the man

the people, the defender of their rights, the orig

inator of Equal Suffrage, and the people would De

untrue themselves were they to shrink from

giving him their hearty support. Still, we know that

his opponents will leave no stone unturned to enec

his defeat, and it becomes every Demoorat to go

work, and work from this time forward to the day

of election, carrying1 the banner on which is inscrioea
Reid, Equal Suffrage and Victory. Let every man do

his dutv and the dav ia nnrn.
The of the delegates to the Convention

from various sections of the State unanimooa
that the Democratic cause was stronger than W

years sinoe. We know of but two counties in tM

whole State in which there is any probability of a

loss to Gov. Reid ; in every other, as far as we baye
beard, his yote will be greater than it was two years

since. There is every thing encourage us, and an

that is necessary is for every man to do his duty.
GoIJsboro' Fat. & Rf- - .

It is stated in the late Foreign news, that a fame
is prevailing' in Germany, owing to the failure oi

potatoe crop of last year.

ti o hi i .!. from eonfine- -

have all held myself ready to ! em democracy, it not because I not find matter
with them. Having failed to maintain for condemnation. As I am not connected with thera

own position for the of larger number of by affinity, of course am in no way responsi-allie- s,

it is my duty fall back on the line of jble for their past or future My at

defence that tenable. What would be thought : this time is merely to show upon terms I am

of a soldier who in battle, because the advanced to with the northern section of the

sition which he wished defended was abandoned, j whig party.
should refuse to te with his comrades in de-- j I have thus rapidly and hurriedly glanced at some
fending any other line which might be , of the points now under discussion in the prints of
them? confident that the abolitionists would ! the day. My purpose has been to compress I
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